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An International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) dated January 28, 2005, 

indicates that the claims in the PCT application meet the international standards of patentability. 

The claims in the present application are similar to the claims filed in the PCT application, as 

amended, and should be in condition for allowance for the same reasons set forth in the IPER. A 

copy of the IPER is enclosed for the Examiner's convenience. 

Because this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before a first 

Office Action on the merits, it is timely under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3) and no fee is required. 

However, the Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be 

- required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) original and two (2) copies of this 

Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Attorney for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone: (412)471-8815 
Facsimile: (412)471-4094 
E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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